THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
but about heaven knows what, is at present almost
unimaginable. Yet this, in all its dogmatic purity, is the
direction in which the Soviet Union is moving at a pace
that is fatally unappreciated in the crumbling world of
capitalism, where the class struggle, denied by its
fiercest participants on the right, is all-important. It
should be remembered that Marx did not preach class
war. He merely pointed to its existence and to its
historical implications. Cksses cannot be wished away
by idealisms, by religious hopings, by "constructive
pacifisms/' by "appeals to reason" or by letters to The
Times. They can only be put away by deeds. Since,
however, at any given moment, only classes of human
beings exist, and since one class depends for its social
position upon the maintenance of the system, whilst
the other derives small benefit from it, then it is the
latter that must shoulder the task of the future. The
capitalist class, by its very nature, is intent only upon
the maintenance of capitalism. Fascism, therefore, in
face of a threat from below, is the only kind of real
enthusiasm of which capitalists are politically capable.
Yet, until there is such a threat, there is no need for
Fascism, just as there is no need to walk about with a
heavy revolver unless there are thieves in the im-
mediate neighbourhood. The working people^ there-
fore, said Marx in the nineteenth century, are tie only